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Laura begins her writing with a story ¢rom her
ethnographic research, a story that is
perplexing, surprising, congusing, striking,
evewn incomprehewsible or inexplicable.
N Over the course of her research, she adds more
/ EThmographio \ layers to the story, drawing grom field data
{ 7 wr[ﬁwg is an and from literature.
orgauic movement |
between scales—
mioro and macro, y
local and global.

The vext step for her is to distill the main
ideas ¢rom the ethvographic data and weave
them into context. What do we need to know to
understand the story? What are the critical
dimeusious for understanding a story, socially,
historically. and locally? ln the ginal step. she
elaborates her argument, Iookiwg tor teusions,
incongruities, and contradictions.

Citations appear at the eud -
at the macro level -when you
explain how your story digers
from existing oues. To stand
out, you should position your
story grom a view, fresh
perspective, rather thaw simply
building ow existing narratives.

RITING IS LIKE BRAIDING, YOU
TIE AND UNTIE, WRITE AND
REWRITE. THE INTRODUCTION |
AND CONCLUSION COME AT THE
END, AFTER | HAVE A PERFECT,
s BRAID!
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Contributors: A Zine on
Dr. John Song Pae Cho ‘ Ethnographic
Dr. Justin Haruyama .
Dr. Laura Meek ertlng

Workshop Co-organizers:
Dr. Sue Frohlick

Nassim Zand Dizari

This booklet grew out of a series of small, cozy
gatherings hosted by Storying Otherwise: A Hub for
Creative Ethnographic Writing, These gatherings, titled
"Writing  Prompts," were designed to  spark

Zine Designer: . -
conversations between faculty and graduate students

Nassim Zand Dizari ..

about the writing process.

- Held over coffee, tea, and afternoon treats on the

Hosted by . ~ ~ . .
0 unceded territory of the Syilx Okanagan Nation, the

A HUB FOR CREATIVE ETHNOGRAPHIC WRITING series was intentionally intimate, informal, and

STORYING. OTHERWISE

hteps://cegs.ok.ube.ca/research/creative-ethnographic-writing/

thoughtfully paced. We're grateful to gather, think, and
write on this land, and to learn from one another in
ways that honour that rcsponsihility.

We believe the insights shared during these sessions are

UBC Okanagan, unceded territory of the Syilx Okanagan Nation bll’l’l‘ply too valuable to keep to ourselves. So we've

Spring 2025 gathcrcd them here in zine form, hoping thcy‘ll inspire,
provoke, and support your own writing journey.
Warm thanks to Dr. John Song Pae Cho, Dr. Justin

Artribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs

CC BY-NC-ND . .
®®@ Haruyama, and Dr. Laura Meek for their generosity,
time, and willingness to share their trajectories with us!



